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Perceived well-being and personal stress indicators

among various subpopulations in two small western towns (one stable,
one affected by an energy: development boom) are examined to assess
the notion 'that residents of energy boom communities experience
generalized social pathglogy and disruption. A 2-stage ‘data
collection process used hand-delivered, self-completed, ‘
hand-collected ‘questionnaires from a random sample of 95 houses- and

' 98 mobile homes in Evanston, Wyoming (boom town) and 100 households

_in Treménton, Utah (stable community). Questionnaires to 640 energy
-indystry workers- in contractor-operated workcamps had a low response
rate (11.4%), but provided some indicators of attitudes/perceptions.
Respondents were divided into mobile home households (largely

- newcomers), household units with more than five years residence
(oldtimers) and less than five years residence (newcomers), and .
workcamp residents. Results indicated that although important
variations in concern -for personal safety, feeling at home, and
satisfaction with friendships and spare-time activities .occurred
between thesé subpopulations, personal stress ‘indicators illustrated’

<

minimal differences between boom town and stable community . =
populations, suggesting that boom town residents appeared. tg cope
fairly well and consequently tended not to exhibit atypigal:ilevels of

stress. (MH)
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/g/ . - ', : -ABSTRACT | SR _ /

A burgeonlng soc1olog1cal llterature pertalnlng to the effects ‘of rapid .
.community growth in the western:U. Sy has repeatedly asngted that the "boom"

" often-accompanying energy development Pro;ects results’in, multlfaceted s0c1al
disruption, a conclusion 'which has beé@%&nﬁfeas1ngly subJected to.criticism,
and scrutiny in recent years. Among the’ llmltatatlons|of the "social disruption’
hypotheses has been a tendency to assert the ex1stence of social paéhology as .
a generalized communlty phenomenon.  Such an approach overlooks the possibility

sothat success or failure at
boom growth will vary substintlally across distinct subpop lations within a
given commurity. - This paper addresses this poss1bllity thyough an-examination.
of perceived well®*being - andfpersonal stress indicator$ among ‘various subpop-
ulatidns in two small, western towns, onk affected by a substantial boom .

occiigzhg v1d_enE?E§“aevetUpment and the other a stable community, isolated
fro ch effects. Results indicate that important variations occur between
subpopulations within each communlty Moreover, personal stress indicatdrs <
illustrate minimal differences between boom town and stable communlty subpop—
ulations, suggesting that boom town residents appear to cope fairly well and
consequently tend not’to exhibit atypical levels of stress A -

: . A%&. g | _ .t | C f/.

n'"

coping-with the thanges and stress which may accompany



v\]" - : S - Introduction o : no .

*A growing literature pertaining to sdcial disruptions and personal malaise

3 J . ' ) § .
in‘western energy,"boom toqu has” emerged in- the past decade. Initial observations

—
v . .
iS > B LT

and ge ralizations from that literature have been criticlzed (e 8- Wilkinson

et al., 1987), glving r1se to equally'crltical rebuttals and countercr1t1cisms-

-

v(e:g. Albrecht, 1982 Finsterbusch, l982 Treudenburg, l982a, Gale, 1982 Gold,,l98
.o ' e . . .

. - . N R
Murdock and,Leistriti,'l982), The resulting revislons and uncertaintles regarding

/ o [ N

. 'the predomlnant theme of soc1al d1sruption due to rapid population expansion 1n
N - Fe

predominantly rural impact areas. create a context in which a need EYlSté for

additidnal”research and conceptual development.(Wilkinson et'ar.,-l982)

/ '

. e
Amonr7 the shortcomings of the cxisting research bdse is ‘the relatlvely llmited

. o

3 '
g N

attentlon d1rected to newcomers in the commun1ty as opposed to assertlons or
. \ i

_analyses pertinent only to the nggrcgate populatiOn of growth—im%acted places.

. R . . < h = " N ‘ )

It';£\§fteniaSSerted;that newcomers suf fer disproportionately from adjustment

'

?problems (Freudenburg, 1981), and are 1argely respons1ble for many ‘of the commonly

noted boom town '"'problems" (Freudenburg, l982b) ‘However, .the scant research which

s L few

has f0cused on newcomers has,-withﬁonly lﬂnited exceptions‘(e.g.hMassey and Lewis;

3
y

1979) _not contrasted Spec1f1c subsetsfﬁ% both neﬁcomer and oldtimer populatlons
" - 7 .
’withln boom towns, non compared them with corresponding populations in non- boom
5 P

s
communities. As a result, there remains a critical,gap in the sociological -

. } . SR . o ’

nderstanding of how and why certain subpopulations may exhibit the often presuméd“
indicators of stess and dislocation assoclated with boom town life. The degree
* : T : R 6 ’ - .

“to wh1ch»other groups in the community may exp vience‘successful addptation is _

-

s1m11arly uncertain. -

The purpose oy this papcr is to explore these arcds of uncertainty. The

-
* -~ 3 . “

research examrnes(igyeral att1tudinal/6nd perceptual 1ndlcators reflectlng th\j

“ degree to’ wh1ch 1nd1v1duals etperlence personal well-being and individual 3tress.

“In]order-to more carefully assess the géneral," disruption” hypothésis .9 v
B - o W \

*'\) | ‘e \ '.. e . \ .o 4 ..J' N '
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PR .o . . . : ' .
o (Wllklnson et al., 1987) the rescarch incorporates survey data collected in both

o7 s ) .
. Q-
.a widqlv recognl7cd,contempor1ry "boom town'" in southwestern Wyoming and a R
i, o 1‘ g . . .
' carefully selected non—boom'"codtrol” community in northeastern Utah. Samples = . -« '

"'from each community are further ~disaggregated to differentiate between relative
i P ot i . ‘)

newaomers and more- established local residents. The analysis examines boom

Vo
I

town moblle home park re51dents as a separate and posslbly dlfferentlally : o L
X impacted popu&ation (Massey and Lewis, 1979) In additlon, we con51der a - o
¥ . . ea ‘ 7 N
clearly dlstinct loca} newcomer populatlon cons%sting of residents of compamy— :
) 5 ﬁ'w Q%/

operated bachelgr quarters or»~man camps' .'_Such cbnstruction worker housing®. ¥ A

-~ "o | . ; L

g C e L . . « ~ L
¢ :J arrangeme’mts are becor_nlrlg 1ncreaSingl’y common In westérn .energy deV elopment
7 - - . 2 ’ ] . | i N » ;
" . A 3 : 1 . ‘\ v v

o

N _'7 “ : B . . ) i
jvareqs (Metz;/1980), and\house largc numbers oﬁ workers who represent a potentially.

v . i '

1mportant componcnt of the personal and collectlve "disruptlop in en%rgy'boom s

l
i , S
s towns. ‘ ' I A o e e
N . « } - o i

.
1 a N Lot ' 3
/\ .\ ! d N K \. Lo
- - a, . o :
. . : ¥ / #
- . . . Background| . S S e
_ une, . o &

] oy a T L) "i' t. . W } ! . L . o,
g PN ” 1 s - ' : .. g 0 i ST
Dur%&g the 1970s, energy developments in the western U.S. became a focus_of :

ot

considgdrable controversy at local,jregional.and'national/levels (sek Little,'l276;

. . - . N ) - Y ' . . ;f 8 . )
Clepiente and Krannich, l982).. Ode of-the emergent issoes related'td‘sdch develgp—

s

“ - .,,\ o Ve . . . o \ . -
mentj%has rcvolved around khe s001al effects of rapid development 1nduced T
growth in the generally small, LSOLated, rural cémmunitieS'impacted by large—ﬂ nb;-¥77.,'

)

) - , : . . 'Y .
scule resource extraction and conversion prqcesses. Although such'communltres
/ .

' 7
 are gentrallv receptive to suth prOJeCCS/Onathe basis of presumed employment and

0

economic growth beneflits (Lvttle and Lovegoy, l)79), many local resldents as well

-~

° . . ) P '
- as numerous rescarchers -share a conviction. that possiblﬂ!economic benef its may be

- . -

negated by fiscasbestress, disruption of established ways ofjlifc,'and pathological’ «
~5 , Ao -
v
social disorganlzation which' presumably accompany rapid developméht (see Gold iﬁJ4

e
A -
.

Freudenburg, 1982b; Little, 1976; Cortese, .1982; Cortese and Jones l977 Wilkinson

' ‘ : ’ RN
et al,;~1982), Rapid population,expansiph, inadequate or ihappropriate_planning.;r ’ -,
o o Cwoo R oy S P
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and'11mited31nfrasgrggture capacities have presumably resulted notf only inm over-
A ; N . : .
v

loaded pgblﬁé énd°private services and facilities but also iﬁ-the‘dissolution

R R P : o ¥ . R
;of'social'ties,fpersonal stress, and social diforganization, giving rise to
- LN . . .

LS

.a broad range of-"pathologigai“ behaviors indicated by‘%?creasing rates of

.éripg, ﬁené%i.héalth"problems, suidide, alqéhdlyadg drug abﬁée, aﬁd_soiforth>

- (see, fpr example, Kohts, 1974 Gilmdre and Duff, 19755 Lictle, 1976;11977;

. Cortese, 1982, Cortese ﬂ.;:md,t;Jon_.g‘s,,;,.LS?;\’/;;_'__Freﬁde\r1b;1rg,.-~1976; 1978; 1979a} 1979b).
- Unfq%éﬁ%ﬁ;ely,'éﬁe@ééiénti%ié;ééixdity of these now~common assértidnélabout

vdeﬁe%iorétea persoﬁal;wézl—géiﬁgvéﬁh indfﬁ}duél st%e§§'and social mabiﬁge'ih

boom to;ns-ﬁqé been ;n;y impe§f;c£iy eaggblighéd.s Case sthigs have been the

N -

] : N ’

pquailidg research design, thus restricQ;%ﬁithe generalizability of observations.

M@reover, many genefalizat;dnsbhaVe been Hased upon poorly/gécumented'assertidhs
: : . . ] N BN Lo _
" and weak éﬁgi{ical evidence (Wilkinson et al., 1982). As Wilkinson and his .
e I . v . .

'O

"~ associates have noted, the largely descripti&e extant litera;uré\dealing with

B . . S T L L e

social disruptidn accompanying. rapid growth has provided only a first step in

| . . " . .-ll N ". . (D . .
N. l C ’ '\b :v, ) ! ' .

the dcvelopmcnt.ofmaugc%eqt}fic understanding, and mist be expanded by

w Y

?deve%gﬁing»precige\coﬁée@tgaiIand analytical approaches" (1982:'2?§T7B)ﬁ
. ’ BT L. _ '
S Although_ig"th ,dggregaté3t%e_ex151ing bodm_town-litera;ure has déveloped_

%

" without tﬁe guida e_df well—specifiéd_theqreticéltframeworks or explicit hypotheses, .

T0 e ) . N

a comfhon underlyfhg éuppdgition hhsl%éen that rapid population growth resulting . .

o o . . N
n [

from the inmigration bf workers and their families will strain established social
- . . ) ) .

- P

Lo ‘ v
982). The "inabflity of existing forms of social organization

T . o

\; structuraeé (Cortese, 1
o h oy o , . - o
. to. cope with and accomodate.rapid growth is presumed to lead to the disintegration

‘

o,

+ -

;. .

of social and ecbnomic‘imstitutiodé agd'to"é Sdeterioration iﬁtfhevquality of 1life
Syt o . o W ek - C : s .
< for all tesidents. The resulting "pathological' social diéGrganization is presumably -
. - A o . . i
- , : . . ) ‘e ] 3
reflected in a'host of social proplem indicators (see Freudenburg, 1982b). .

e ' 7 ca . \ ’ .
s
o . . .
) S Lo .
X . . i oA )




L : . '

N ﬁvidence in support of this set of suppositionsahas,%fen proVided by .2 number

of researchers. In one of the most widely c1ted early stud1es Gilmore and Duff

‘

(1975) reported that rapid growth in Sweetwater County, Wyoming had overwhelmed

lo al fac1lit1es and resources' that crime-related complaints rose’ 60 percent in
g P

.

one year, the mental ‘health clinic s caseload increased 900 percent over five

years, and problems of alcoholism, broken homes and suicide reportedly increased

substantially,

Freudenburg has similarl ‘reported‘increases in the incidence of diverse social

problem indicators which outstripped "the rate of population growth in Craig,
' T

Colorado (see Freudenburg, 1978; 1979a; l979b; 1982). For example, a doubling
of population over a two ~year period was accompanied by a reported 200 percent

1ncrease in crime, a 352 percent increase in. family disturbances, a lOOO percent

|
i

increase in chlld behav1or problems, a PSO percent increase in alcohol related

-

complaints, and a 1400 pereent increase in drug related reports. Property crimefr
’ increased by gZZ.percentpﬁwhilesbrime against<gersons increased 900 percenéf:
.(Freudenburé;-l97.8:5)_.1 A more extended analysis indica%bd\a "disproportionate
increasevin,thtﬁlocal mental hedlth center’s boomeera‘caseloud" involving'bothb
newcomers.and oldti'ers to the town tFreudenburg, 1982a: 348—349); Interestfngly,
however,wan assessme t of adudt residents; evaluations of the quality’og;llfe

indicated few d&fferences between “boom town)res1dcntq and residents of three
¢ 5 B

non-boom communlties.in the area (Freudenburg, 1978). MOreover although high
5

school students in the boom town were far more likely than those in the non-boom
. . {
communities to evaluate' local changes negatively (Freudenburg, 1979a), clderty .

individuals and women, often'suspected to ‘be among the most negatively affected

groups in boom towns,. efhibxted no sub]ectxve symptoms of dtclxning perqonal well—

v

being (Freudenburg, 1979h ?38]). ‘This evxdence suggests both a potential dispnrity

' a1

~



A

» ' between "objective" and "subjective" indicators of boom town consequences and a

need to disaggregate the local. population and analyze specific sdbpopulétions
separately, S T

* In contrast to these and-similar studies, other researchers have reported

“that for at least some ''social p?oblem" indicators any incrggges have simpl&

-/ parélleled the degree of‘populatioﬁ incredse; With‘the.nate of the specific
e ; ; ; - e ;
'"disorganization” indicator remaining relativély constant. For example, Little

_'(1977) found that while absolute crime did iﬁépease aléng with bopulétion grbﬁth

in Page, Arizona during a per%od of energy development, the crime rate remained

- .

essentially constant., ‘Tgompsog (1979) reported that crime rates against property

-in Wyoming counties increased dlsproportionatély wigh'respect_to pQPUIatégn
-, o « ‘ ) - . ) . N . I's — )
growth, but also found that rates for crimes against persons, welfare demands, .

and divorée were not significantly related to population'changes. Similarly,

Thompson et al (1980:19) found that "rapid growth does not'Eause'a signifeicantly

¢

greater increase in drce rates than occurs in counties experiencing less

growth'". Although these and Nmilar findings .must be in;erpfeted-carefully) they
N\ do sgggest that at.loast some of the absolute increase in %Eme boom town ''disorgan-

,

o ization" indicators may simply reflect an increased number of individuals "at risk"
N . . £ N « .
3 : B . . N
in -the local population. Moregver, even an increase in the relative rates of such
i ; . ) 4 N
o ~ . i . ‘. . r .
indicators cou¥fl reflect stiqnal trends whereby some so-called "'pathologies™

r

Ed

. become more evidernt in rural areas as a consequence of cultural diffusion Ffrom
. ! ) _ ! .

s
7 . .
urban centers (see Fischer, 1980; Wilkinson et al, 1982)-

Clearly, the available .evidence provides inconsistent and inconclusive support

N

for the notion that residents of enmergy boom communities experience social pathology
X T T : . . . '
) . K . . . )
/and disruption,resulting in a state of knowledge characterized by uncertainty and

confusion. This dilemnd is linked in part to broader theoretical uncertainties

. . ot ‘ .
. regarding the cons¥quences-of moéernization and urbanization for social relations

8 ,




-

»
Al
~

N
.
,
.
.

( a . . ¢

and individual well-being. Traditional community sociology has asserted'that the>

- transformation from a tradition\l tommunﬂ.context to more modern conditions

E

«

P

so thoroughly diisrupts establiqhed social networks, ways of life, and behavioral
7 \
expectations.that a. state of 'anomie results (see. Maine, 1861 Toennies,71887'

« .
v - .

Durkheim, 1893), presumably a(companned by a deteriorntion of soc1a1 1ntegrat10n
-and personal and social disorganizntion. %SCh condltions may presumably foster

a sense of trans1ency, isolatlon and insecﬁrity, leading in turn to individual
stress, frustration, and alienation (see Fis%ner et al., 1977; Kasarda and

Janowitz, 1974) - .
: : ' : \
Slmllarly, theoretical perspectives perta1n1ng to the effects of urbanization
\ 1] N . -
have Guggested that a shlft Toward more urban circumstances results in impersonal

’
i ’

‘social relations\ dekLned klthIP and friendship ties, and a declinlng importance

of- local nLl”hborhOOd forms of association (Slmmel 1950; Wirth, 1938) Such T
\

changds have. ]ong becn’presumed to result in higher levels of 1ndiv1duallzation,

socia

1solntion, alienation, ?yd nnomie. As ,with the more general theorists

positi g”an ”eollese of;community”.(Steén, 1960), adherents to the traditional

theorjeSaoﬁ\urban%sm have.postulaten‘thnt the consequences of these conditions

include a less integrated society, greater levels of.socﬂnl‘patholoéy such as .
. . ,. - '

)} |

crime; suicide, and mental illness, and in general social disorganization (Bender, 1978).

. , . J
In contrast to the%n traditional perspectives, numerous studies have suggested
Na : ) .

that such assertions may be inapprepriate (e. 5 Webb, 1978; Webb and Collette, 1977;

\

Suttles, 1972 Kasarda nnd Janowitz, 19745 Hunter, 1974, 1978; Srole._L972. 1977;

. o " \ ) . \
Fischer, 1976). As Bender (1978) has obsérved, this theoretical tradition réflects

,a strong conservative bias, a nostalglc but inaccurate interpretation of historical

community conditions, and an <ilomp1ete conceptual ization which ignores clements
N 4

included {n thd seminal works,of Toennies and other kev theorists. Nevertheless,
- 3

Q ~
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™,

N . . S | : .

some of the assessments of social problems in rapid growth "boom".communities

-

noted above appear more‘supportiyc of such traditional orientations, suggesting

-

a need for’ further examination of both theoretical and empirical evidence.

If any single conclusion may be drawn from the preceding discussion it is
that a great deal of uncertainty pervades our understanding of community
i . 4
» M J . ’
change and the effects of rapid. growth on local social structures and personal

v
-

“integration and well-being. The research rgported.here represents an attbmpt

2 . . va ‘ . PR [ /
to address some important unknowns regarding responses_and adaptations among,
o ' ’ N ) A ® .
persons differentially affected by the kinds of community change which tend to

~ » . - -

be associated with energy development. In so doing, we hope both to contribute

.to Sciontifip knowledge and to provide insights which may be applied, in. future
B l‘) [3 > .
attempts to anticipate and address some of the questions railsed regarding actual

~

“or proposea energy development brojects. o ' N ' .o

&
.

A . The Study

The analysis reported here derives from a-larger project focused upon energy

development and its various effects on‘ﬁocial relations in small, noumgtropolitan
. . : ’ LN
communities in Utah and Wyoming. The present analysis focuses upon only two of
. n 1. " ' ‘ ’
. : ) A}
these communities, one a wldely recognlzed energy "boom town', the other a

.
v

rélatively stable "control" compmnity.

Fvanston, Wyoming, located fn the extreme”southwestern corner of the state]

. N ”* N
has experienced dramattc populni;éﬂ? increases commencing about 1977 as a result
w} N [

of a rapid expansion of oll and natural gas exploration, extraction, and processing

developments In the surrounding "Overthrust Belt'", With a population In L976 of
i

4,462, Evanston remafned, unt ] the late 1970s, a relat lvely isolated small

town which, desplre modest population tluctuations, maintatned a relatively stable

RIC
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. N . . !
o 7/\& :
. . ] '
‘ : -
., and prcdom,in.;mtly_Mormon population base for several decades. By 1980, however,

the population had Increased to 6,421, (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1982), a. figure’
. \ R . .

\

which sheauld hg'vicwed_ as a low estimate since rapid popul.ation‘tur'nover

and a subé;ant idl population of roadside campers and "tent city" residents had
R . . ’ . r

appeared in the area by 1980. By 1982 available estimates placed the municipal

) y . . . - . = : B

population at over 11,000 (S. Snyder, personal communication), along with a

‘subgtantial additional number of recent inmigrants residing in immediately .
. o . ) al ' . Al
/adjacent unincorporated areas surrounding the town.

-
~ DR ' - “

- ‘\ . B
In contrast to Evanston s rapid growth, Tremonton Utah has maintained a

sustained but mOdO‘t rate of PO])U]JCLOI‘I increase since 1940. The size of .the '’

PN

population in 1970 was 2,794 by 1980 the population had increased, by 24 erCLﬂt
‘ ‘ ™

to 3,464, a rate of growth substantially below the statew)idc increase of 37.9

pereent (U.S. Burcau of the Census, 1982). - 'In many ways Tremonton resembles pre-

v ’ -
‘

- - L, e . . . x 1
'.hoom Evanston in being a relatively small, fairly isolated agricultural service

center in a nonmetropolitan county, and like Evanston is located along a major
. N ‘ :

Interstate highway.

4

J

. . . . . » )
Data pertaining to a wide ramge of attitudinal and perceptual indicators

. ) S X . .t
were collected via self-completed questionnaires in a two—stape collection process.
. . N o randamn Somple o R/

In June and July of 1982 survey questiommiires were hand- delivered to1\193 households

in Evanston (9% c(,)nvuntiiy(m] housies and 98 mobile homes, an allocation which

. . BTN
. . N .

approximates the prnfmr( fon of housing unit types In Evanston), and to 100 houscholds

‘.

- : Ge .
In Tremonton., At each houschold response was requested from the self-designated: N

houschold head (ov, If unavailtable, from another adult member of the houschold®, and

arranpement s weress made, to return two days later to pick up the completed questionnaire,
- e v, ~

«

These steps along with vepeat catls where’ necessavy resultted fn-the retuwrn of

. ‘ \ " Q - 3 ‘
72 completed quest fonnalres from cbnvent tonal homes in Evanston (75.8 percent response),

, .
, " s ' : * '
68 from mobile homes fn Evanston (69,4 percent response), aud 85 houscholds in
- . _—
1 - P

ERIC
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Tremonton (85 percent response).
. 1 L. ) . : -
. . L - : ) o
A similar survey Instrument was administered in September, 1982 ,to a representative

sample-of energy industry workers residing in tho "mancamns” or ' workcamps _%eea&edl

.;ﬁ*;hg_area_surround;ng_ﬁnanSQGR, both operated by a contractor 1nvolved in , K

‘the constrU(tion of one of several major gaq proetssing facilities being builti
: : f :
{n the.area. ‘Ihis type or construetion workc housing ig he(oming increasingly

conmmon 'as a mechanism tg mltlgate housing shortagts. Mortover ‘both journalistic

accounts (Widener, 1982) and our own ethnographic observations among town resldentsv \ -
suggested perceptidhs of dissatis fattion and persOnal disarray within the workcamp

©

setting, indlcating a need for more careful.and systematic analysls. A total\

_ . & verdon semple ot
of 640 questionnaires were distributed to résidents of the workcamps via on-site.

- N L . N

L

ailbOYCS, with instrugtlonq for returning completed questlonnalres to a centrally—

»

1oeated collection box. Unfortunately,»over 100 questionnaires had ‘not been.

.Piﬁked up after two weeks, and ultimately only 72 completed questionnalres were e
. {) . - B )
returned. This disappointing 11.4 percent response rate precludes generaliﬁation,

since those who responded may not be representative of the overall camp. population. .

- . r . . . . .

Nevertheless, these data represent the best available indicators‘ob>attitude5'

SRS .
(8 . N - . . t

Y , .
- and perceptions among the camp residents, and for exploratory purposes allow com-

. v ) . . .
~ parisons with the Evanston and Tremonton community samples.

-,

1

~ ’ o)
Findings, .

: , L\ .
bef this report. respondents have been divided into six groups, representing
four faivly distinct living nrrnnuempnts;ﬂ;ag woted earlier, the Evanston regsidemtial
' ‘ - . sl . . . ’
" . . kY
sample ‘was divided into the mobiles home “housceholds (virtually 8]l of which are
N .

comprised of Tecent Inmlgrants to the area) and purmnnent‘on\conventionnl houschold”
. . ' B >

[

: . ‘ R o - oo K ce
units, The Tatter subsample was further diffeorentiated by ‘the respondent”s .
. : . ¥
length of resldence in Evanston:  those having resided in Euvnston for five years
. L ‘ 3 N ) “ ' . . .
Q . —_— i ‘1 2 - P
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" or 1ess are labelléd'"newcomers" while those hav1ng 11ved there for more than

\

\

flV years are 1abelled "oldtimers , The same 1ength of Fesidence distinction

as made’for respondents 11v1ng in the control cdmmunity of TremontOn._ The
2oy, : . . . '

sixth re51dential category includes the workcamp resgondents ) s
f; e e o BT / o

_’Sociodemographic Characteristics of Re5pondents “;

3T

T . .

Table 1 prov1des informatiOn on a number of social, egonomic, and demographic
T R N - .
characteristics of the six groups which, in light of manuscr1pt length concerns,
w [N

y : ¢

nwill be discussed only brleflyc_ Not unexpectedly,-the.workcamp residents appear

to be the most mobile, reporting the h1ghest average number of communities lived’

) T
‘.,.

in since age 17 (6. 2), the hlghest average number of fulltime JObS in the

]
A

past ten years (5 1), ‘and the briefest tenure- w1th their current employera = "

. Oldtimers in both communities EV1denced the least residential and occupational '

&

vmobillty. T ' ' L
. - L LN Lt . EE . . . . - {*n
. o The famlly status of respondents in the various groups d1ffers substantiaiig.

“i The average number of children reported by . workcamp respondents was’ 1 78 in . w\_.

'contrast w1th the much higher averages (2 89 to 3. 18) among oldtlmers in the ‘ “@»

two communitles. There are also substantial differences between the workcamp

,\ . ha

sample and all other groups with respect to current marital status’ and divorce

.experience. Almost'42'percent.of the workcamp respondents'have been divorced'

< . -
- - N

at least once, and th1rty—one percent are either cur ently.separated.or divorced

o, far exceeding 1eve1s reported among the other groups f In addition, 27%percent
of" the workcamp respondents had never: been married . These . differences reflect in
part the.fact that 62 percent of the Evanston oldtimers and 86 percent of the‘ R

Tremonton oldtimers’ are members oE the LDS (Mormon) church which activeiy encourages

K

marriage and 1arge’fam11y‘size;
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Other socio-demographic cha;rac;éri‘stics;.whiCh further dif ferentiate the

separate groups mqy'also_haVe impbrtant'implicatiohs fof.ahy conclusions deriVedi

from this analysis._'As'indicéted in Table 1, Ehé;sex'cqmpositionsﬂefTthe.respondeqfu

o . g . . . , y _
groups vary substantially, as do age distributions. In addition, data on educational

Aol

background and income levels suggest that the workcamp and Evanston mobilthom?/

3

\

‘and newcomer grOUPSrafé,Tas would be éxpected'(see Massé§§Q1977f¥§relaéiVelyjﬂ
. : . !

well trained and tend to earn higher incomes than do long-term residents of

, ) . . : Ly
4
¢

Evanston or residents of Tremonton.  ° - o o s
. - \ Y
_/ ; . _ s . | : o/
Perceived Well—Béing ‘

e L N

o @ 2 ) ) . - ",,’."
% = In order to tap several dimensions of personal happiness and well-being, we

]

‘have examined responses,to four questions which reflect: (1) pg%ceived personal
safety from crime and violence; (2) the extent of agreeement with the statement

)

"the longer I live here the more. T feel at home'"; (3) satisfaction with friendship
ties; and (4) satisfaction with ways in which spare time is spent. Frequency.
distributions and summary statistics for responses to ﬁ%ese items across the six

/
/

/
s

respondept groups are reported in Table 2. e/
e, ¢ . A . .
Turning first to responses to the question.on perceived personal safety, the

data in Table 2 indicéte:highest levels of congﬁ%n for personal safety among the

. . o S L/ .'_ ’ . :

‘longer-term Evanston residents, with about 35/{percent of these "oldtimers?
; s

selecting one of the four "most unsafe' response categories on the original
S TS €

! L/

1l-point scale. Overall, response patterns for all of the Evanston subsamplesﬁ_
appear to reflectwgreatér'concern fof their personal ‘safety than either the

> . A -
oldtimers or relative newcomers in the: control community of Tremonton.
- o . . <3 . :

yo

: . .
-+ ,To enhance such a comparison of response patterns across the six subsamples,
" we €alculated Lieberson's index of net difference (Nny), a summary measure

‘applicable to'group cdmpafisons.of frequency_distributions for ordinal measures

v
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{(see Leiberson, 1975). W'th a rdnge bétween§4l‘and.+l; this index reflects the
",

A . o _— S . SN . .
probability that on.a gjfen variable a randomly chosen case from group "x'' will exceed t

value of'that'variable for.a.randomly chosen case from group "y". 1looking at

Table 3; we -find Ehat calculation of tﬁe index of.net difference does highlight

certain group differences not immediately: apparent when examining frequency

]

‘distributions. For example, - the Evanston trailer park residents are somewhat

o
b ™

more likely to feel unsafe than are the wdrkcamp respondents (NU;.QBZ) or the
Evanston city’néWéomer respondeﬁts (ND=.209), and feel substantially more unsafe
- than do Tfemdpton newcomers (ND=.443) or Tremonton oldtimers (ND=.442).M.Residents

of the workcamps and Evanston '"newcomers' feel more safe than do "oldtimer"

residents of Evanston (ND= -.273 and -.270, respectively). Both "newcomers' and

<"dldtimers" in Evans;on.fe;l less safe than do newcomers and oldtimers in.the
cohtrol coﬁﬁunity. . o . - '- . o | L |
s Turning next’ to ghf'question asking whethgr resé;ﬁdentsvfélt ”aﬁvhome”v
the freduenéy distributions in.Table 2 indicafe ﬁhat‘khe_méj;rity of respon@eﬂtsx

v

in all but the workcamp group expressed agreement that they did .in fact. "feel

at home' in their present residential setting. Somewhat surprisingly, the
. . > :

i

"newcomers" to Evanston ekpressed levels of agreement roughly equivalent to-those

expressed by Evanston "oldtimers', unlike the respondents from Tremonton where

K

oldtimers were substantially more likely to report strong agreement with the-

. —' . - 3 . 3 . L] N : : v
statement, This disparity may indicate a sense of dislocation among long-term

» -

Evanston residents, who have witnessed the dramatic transformation of their town

I
S .

as a result of the energy boom. Not surprisingly, both Evanston trailer park and
workcamp respondents expressed suhstﬁﬁtiully less agrccment with the statement,
undoubtably reflecting the transiency and short-term residence patterns ich

characterize both of these groups.

o
It
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_ . . : S o N .
more likely to report disagreement with the "fe€l at home" statement than were

~of this findingfis that under conditions of stability,’newcomérs to a small,

.

_These_diffe:encesvaré again highlightéd'by examin&ﬁg the_indicés of net s

’ Q

‘difference reported in Table Q:- Evéhstbn_trailer,parkﬂresbondents were significantly

-

™ . . -

Evanston néwcomers (ND=.360), Evanston oldtimers (ND=.335), Tfémontbn newcomers
(ND=.395); or especially Tremonton oldtimers (ND=:616); A sim;I;} batterqf

emerges when comparing the responsés“of workcamp resgondentsvto‘these other
groups. One particularly interesting observation is that while-responses
of Evanston newcomers to this item wete essentially not differenf from those of

Evanston oldtimers (ND=-.018), the newcomers to Tremonton felt less '"at home"

than did oldti@grs in that community,k (ND=.335). One possible intérprétation

\

town may encounter a 'closed community" in which acceptance into and access to |

'

the established.§6éial stxycture may.be quite'difficult,:while newcom%rs to a

°

. - by ) « . : . : . [ L ‘ < ’ .’. i
boomtown encounter a more "open" community in which numerous divergent opportunities
- : 2] o T

for acceptance and access to participation may exist. , T R

1

Considering next "satisfaction with friendships' as a third index of personal

o Lo
v ! . * » -

well-being, the frequency distributiods reported in Table 2 reflect énly modest .

cross-group differences, although the "oldtimers™ in Tremonton appear mgre satisfied

than any other group. Indices of net difference reported in Table 3 reinforce

this obServapion."Only two of the coefficients are of a magnitude which is

statistically significant using dnvent ional probability criteria, and these

»

indicate that Tremonton oldtimers are more satisfied with théir friendship ties

‘than are either EVanstoﬁ.newcomers (ND=.219) or Evanston oldtimers’(ND=.220).

A final measure used here to reflect personal well®being was a question
pertaining to respondents' satisfaction with ways in which they spend their spare

time. An ‘examination of the frequency distributions in Table 2 indicates only .

modest. cross—group dif ferences, with residents of the Evanston trailer parks

16 R




' )
’ a » o - B i s

appearing tO‘eipress the greatest dissati'sfaction with spare time_activities‘and

workcamp residents expressing,slightly“greater satisfaction than other groups; .
. . . N K _,." . '._.. SJ/

Turning again to Table 3, the indices of net difference for this set of °

3

BN . - 4

comparisons indiéate that only two differences'are‘significant: Evanston
trailer park re51dents were sllghtly more likely to report relatiVe dlssat51faction

than Were e1ther workcamp re51dente (ND— 199) or Tremonton oldtimers (ND— 236)
“,';_',,v' . ‘ A . ) . .- ) 1 ]

\
oo

Personal Stress : o . Co T e

Among the most frequently observed social ;znkequences of boom towns 1is
. . .. . N ) > - . | ‘
increased personal stress, a consequence asserted to- affect- long-term residents

“and newcomers. alike (see_Freudenbn\g'et al., T982; Lantz and AdKeoWn, 1979) . - ;.
_ ; _ y

étres;\hnd its varidbility among the -groups

To assessﬂtﬁe-preéenoe of peréona-
v examlned here, we adopted t\o complementary app&oaches to the measurembd“\of

individual stress. First, W Sde a very stra1ghtforw1rd question, ow

’

e N ' .
much stress and Strain is there im your everyQay;life?"i Suoh an item has

- been found to provide a good summarizing measure of personal.stress (Hagadorn
. - . . Sl T, B : -

‘and Webb, 1978%, and also provides'insight into the're;pondent's self-perception
of his-or her experience witnfstrese. e . .
o : S

‘In addition,'we:incorporated~a set of fonrteen-likert—type‘”symﬁtomatic"

g . ¢

s indlcators of psychologlcal 1mpalrment taken from a larger set of questlonnalre
1 \ -

it ems derlved frdm the workq of Langer (ﬁ962) and Gur1n et al (1960) whlch have-
3 /. . =

) becn used w14§ly in pr;orfresenrch‘ou-stressdand psxgyological impairment. - These
- , L e ' _ : ' .
fourteen items were combined into~5n'additive-"stress index" with a range from

K Wt N ,/ s ‘.

14 (very 11gh qtﬁqsq) to 56 (very low streyq)// For thls Lndex item-to-total .

. . B .
- - ® ! - ,/ .

gorrelatlons ranged betwccn .418'and .719 nnd thcalpha reliablllty coe ff1c1ent

- was,.896, 1nd1tat1ve of Lhe substnntlal unldLmenq1ona11ty of the.comp051te measure.

- P
. . R . 9
o . . . . .
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Considering first the,single it'em pertaining‘to perceiuedv"eVeryday"Jstress;

a

the frequency distributions reported in Table 4 suggest that . the "newcomer'" -

'

',group in rrastiona] housing in Evanston felt the greatest personal stress
’levels, and that oldtimers ‘in TremOnLQn-perceived the least. Turning to -

Table 5 calculatiOn of the index of%pet difference indicated that workcamp

<

-

‘.respondcnts perceived less personﬁl szzess ‘than, Evanston newcomers (ND .242)

and thnt Evanston newcomers perceiVed significantly moré personal stress than

adid either Evanston oldtimers (NDﬁ -.288) or Tremonton oldtimers (ND= —.301).
(]

All other observed differences between groups were not statistically significant.
Turning finally to the mu]tiple item symptomatic index of psychological

' stress, the data. reported in Table 4 for collapsed response categories again K]

v - . . -~

appear to reflect only modest differences across the six groups %ons1de;ed here, éi'

with the residents of Evanston trailer parks and newcomers in Tremonton appearing

terxhibit slightly higher stress levels: However, an examination of‘the indices

. ’ o ] . . . .
of net difference in Table 5 indicates that only the Tremonton newcomers .
. -~ N M N -‘) . : . . : N
exhibited response patterns (on the collapsed index) which are'indicative

- P . ¢

of signlficantly hlgher levels of stress than those measured among the other

‘

groups. Thls interpretation is reflected by the comparison of the Tremonton :§§;$
" . newcomers with workcamp respondents (ND x=¥.323), Evanston newcomers (NDyx=.341);
Evanston oldtimers (I\iDy = 330), and Tremonton oldtimers (NU&»—— 214, a s1gn reversal

3

which reflects only the use of the newcomers as 'x”*and oldtimers as Hy” in that
‘comparison). Interestingly, these results provide no ‘evidence of higher stress

. levels among any of the Evanston groups’in comparison with respondents from. the

“non-boom t@Eﬁ%%@°T¥emonton. : ) ’ o

18
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’ rd . . e . - S - . N . .
. : . S Coe Discussion B . : . Q&;
. . ‘- ] : . ) - . , . ) . - ’ o
! ? » . L ‘. ‘ . . . ’ . [ ‘ ‘ ’ ‘ . s T ' ’
. . - : . ‘ * . . . - . 3
R - ) . o . . . . Lo o . , < 4

- On the basis of these-findings,several”obsérvétions can be made. First,

e LIERY

any assertions about reduced well being and 1ncreased stress amongvboomtown
. 1] X o - -

residents must be quallfied‘by a reeognitioh that such eff6cts may be observed

J A

among only some’boomgtown s popuiations. For instance, whlle traller park

-
"

o . . , o
respondents, conventionally—xouscd Vncwc ays!! ﬁand oldt1mers in Evanston

4generally reported signiflcantly greater COncernlfor persodal safety than did

¥
v [

e1ther of the Tremonton groups, that difference was not apparent when considering

.
'

respondcnts from the Lvanston workcamps. “lthough this observation may largely

[}

reflect the uniquc agc/sex compositlon of the workcamp group,’ it neverthelessi.?fil

' denotes a need t6 examine such group .differences carefully before'making broad_ﬁg,fw

agsertions about human impacts in boomtowms, o o R

.

”"Similarly,’the fact that Evanston newcomers living in conventional housing
P . ° - ’ - . . ) .t ) e i B ) .
are substantially more likely to '"feel at home" than their ‘trailer park counterparts,

'and essentiaily as "at home'" as local oldtimers“indicates the‘potential importance
. . of residential segregation of boomtown riewcomers in mobile- home parks as a )

< 4 . 4 . N -
. S .

factor which may\impedeltheir sense of acceptance and oelonging'in the proaderlf
local community,(gee,Massey and Lewis;,l979). : ’ : - S
Second ‘the ev1dence reported here fails to prov1de strong and c0ns1stent

. - N
,support for ' the "boomtown disruﬁtion hypothesis. Although for the most pért

4. . ° o

B

respondents'in the various Evanston groups were ﬁore concerned about their~persona&l )
safety and feit less "at-homeﬁvthan respondenis fromﬂthe'control cohmunity, such’ .
differencestere neither\uﬁi&érsally apparent nor especially strong,pespecially o
;when'COmbafed to responses of the Tremonton newcomersr then considering questions' d T
;directed“to friendship satisfaction, satisfaction'uith_spare time_activities, and

13
Q
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:/r i - A . .
oth stress 1nd1cators, any differences between the boomtown groups and respondtnts

from the control community become even less ev1dent or,iin the case of the°

index‘of,psychologiCal stress, reflect greater'vimpairment" in the control

.. community rather than in one or more of the boom town groups;

'.l. . . . f'- Lo . ’ *
.. - Th1rd,.the frequent assertion'thau boomtown newcomers ‘are disproportionately

i

;prone to personal malatse must also be questioned in light of the findings

'reported,here.' For instance, longer —-term Evanston residents reported greater

P

.concefn about personal safety than an ‘of the three "newcomer" roups, although
_ o 2 pers ) y of t , 8T , alth

- all felt less safe than residents of the-control community. Evanston trailer
_park,residents and workcamp respondents did report;feelfng less "at home"

e

than Evanston oldtimers, but Eyanston_"newcomers" ﬁn_conventional housing were
no less likely than oldtimers to report feeling.at'homel, Evanston oldtimers

were no more likely than any of the newcomer groups to express SatleaCtiOn with

G . " Y

their friendships, and were also not as a group slgnificantly more satisfled

.
-~

with their spare time activities, Tn terms-of the stress measures}vonly one

~of the thre@xpvanston newcomer groups (the_ﬁneWcomers" in conventional housing)
exhibited a significantly higher probability of a response reflecting perceived
. . . LY :

everyday stress, and none of the Evanston'newcomer groups-exhipited a tendency
toward greater stress as measured by the multiple-item psychological impairment

e . o . . v

.index. .

v | Ohyiously.such;obseryations cannot resolve the continuing deBate oyerlghe
p’_validityuof the boomtown disruption.hypothesist Although the measures c0nsidered

_heré'reflect some of the areaslof presumed social and psychological impact in

energy boomtowns, numerous addltlonal human 1mpact dimens10ns must be examined

> 4

to fully assess the costs and benetlts of rapld growth accompanying some western
. . -

energy devélopment projects. Comparisons involving dif ferent types of energy

Q 7

S 2
O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




developmentacommunitieéAare needed, as are.longitudinal assééémenfs. Nevertheleés,
both by its failure to find evidenée which consistently suppérts the diéruption
_hypothesisvand by denoting thé,potential.impo:ﬁanceYgf va?iatio;s which may
distingﬁisﬁ some sub;gfoups'in termé Sf their abiligy to succeésfullydadapﬁ
{ﬁg~bboﬁ town conditions, this‘éffért has hopefﬁlly provided én additional
buildiﬁg.plock‘whiéh.wiil streﬁgthen the fognaation of future,fesearch in the

area,




. l D
f*
o -
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FOOTNOTES o ' o
!

These and similar reports of dramatic proportionate incréases in such indicators
must be viewed with caution, since either low initial levels or changed reporting
- practices may grossly overexaggerate the actual amount of change, a caution

noted by Freudenburg in his more recent work (e.g. Freudenburg, 1982b).

a®
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Table 1. 'hu'iu»dvl!mp;l'ulnllir chatacterbwtien of Lthe renpondent ‘v,n)f\\»:..
K - A

- d - . . W
o . . Cloy ot oty ol >
FEvanaton Evanston 3 Evannton Tremonton  Fpemont og
Fratlers Workeamps Noeweomers \O BRI fners Meweomers ORdt s,
; : o b .
& Mob ity Tudicotars ’ . \\\
Averinies number ol \ ’ “
commanfticea Hyed-in .0 6.0 5.8 X.l» .0 sl
Averape numboer ol folltime .
Johs Tu Tase H0 vears 3.8 ha W b AN 2 L.
\

Average namlier of months

, with current employer 10,4 16.6 231 RV 3.7 adl

Pamfly Statns '
iy Sta . \ '
Average number ohi Icllr(-n 2.145 1.78 2.00 289 L2050 PO
. AY

Porcent ever dvorced 26,5 A7 . 9.4 12,5 26,9 2.0
Average nmber of d(v}nr(-.-:: ~
ot those ever dlvoredd I3 2.0 2.0 1.8 \ 1.1 1.1

Never marr Led 0.0 .0 6.0 T80 B 9.0
Shponse clsewhere, Yemp. 30 A0 1.0 - - -——
Maredead B0 1,0 91.0 7.0 RS, Hia
Widowed . ——— 4 1.0 —_— 1.0 p——— )
Separated - Lo e R - -~
Divrred ) b0 A - Lo, -1 \ 70
Soex (7)) ' ) . .
S . . 4 .
Male ’ D100 DRI 61,0 Lk () 3% | 120
Fima Lo ; . w70 .0 540 050 L hRLD
. . (N
Ane Vlli_:_;_t_r‘_i‘hu_tli_(_vvn_ (), ) )
17 throuph 29 years 220 4.0 6.0 4.0 ] Lo 9.0
20 through 30 vears 8.0 26.0 29.0 K0 9.0 ¢ 11.0 N
S threough 39 vears IR0 Y 2.0 4.0 15,0 14.0 '

. 40" and Bider . 210 26,0 13:0 65,0 P20 .0

Fdacation (%) ' . . . . E

Less than itvh aehoot

comnplet el 1y 13.0 1.0 6.0 Y3 12.0
Comple[ml hiph scéhoot 0 2.0 6.0 9,0 27.0 S0
Some vollege or B.S. M0 Vi 300 1o ) 54.0 | B FIN
Post-praduate wierk RN 7.0 32.0 6.0 4.0 1o
Trade school T 25.0 [0.0 R.0 12,0 3.0
Religton (%) i -
Protestant 47 .0 49.0 o 48.0 22.0 4.0 7.0
Catholic 18.0 15.0 16.0 8.0 12.0 2.0
LRS . ‘H.O 14.0 26.0 62.0 770 36 .0 .
Other and none 16.0 21,0 9.0 8.0 8.0 5.0
‘, -
Lacome
Midpoint of category
ccontaining the mean 15,000 27 500 15,000 27.500 7 22,500 17,500
Nomber In Sample 68 72 32 40 .26 Co59

Note: Percéntaves may not total 100 percent due to rounding.
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Poalidae et bt beavy ol

VS peoien

bvajue ey
pootswona b we bl bt

Fyan-ton
Voot e s

i H : f ¥ Y
Pervedved coatety Trom
ctlme and vlalence N v
;;Ai[l‘ U 3 Ah H J1A ) 6. | Sah
Vool 4 . | I S KV B 01 R 1 A 6 [ BRI
S, 6 ur ) R Y 2 B B a2 1.9 I8 I
B 0 ' (T A T F PRRADUN B | S Y O B L
Hoat e 1 ar 11 ! lon ] A 1 3ol " 1.4
N . ' fh 1 3 0
Mo -4 B4 LY b 0.0
Fewts "at home” herce
D : )
Stranvly ayres ' 3.0 i 11,13 R 2h.0 010 RNt
Ay e IR Y IR} L1 9 17 Sty
Disaren [ LS A B th . 0 g 15.6 R R
'}I!l\ll)',|'v <“'i.ll)'.l'~'v' | [ I [ Y * ’.",(h} J DN
g th 1 o §
* 4
Moedian Lot . BRI [N RANRSIVIS
Satintaction with
teiendships
-
Viry satisticod (1) PR W8 V/ L | [ 18 ih L
Satiatfed A [P M Ino o IR} A9 0 S1.
Not very satistied B .7 k} 1.4 } a7 | 209
Hot at allb satinticl (-9 s B -- - -
N “5 68 3 L)
* . .
{ch?nn : 1. \‘)')/ Slate .o ! 575
Satisfaction with the way
spare Lime Is spent
Satintied b oot J S B T L SR T S S DUNS SRS SR V|
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